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July 15, 2011 
 
Valued Customer, 
 
Vicinity Manufacturing is pleased to announce the release of Vicinity version 2.10.     
This document highlights only some of the more significant enhancements to Vicinity.  A 
comprehensive listing of changes will accompany the release as a formatted readme 
file. 
 
Some of the new features include:  
 

 Added Sample Count field  to Batch QC and Component QC Result Screens 

¶ Modified Fill Batch Entry to load QC Results from Mix Procedures 

¶ Supports NAV Undo Batch Transactions 
 Added Rework Indicator to Ingredients and Packaging 

¶ Created Batch Entry Consume a Lot Tool 
 Supports Separate Mix and Fill Batch Number Sequences 
 Enhanced Planning Workbench Allowing Decimal Place Configuration 
 Created Two New Planning Workbench Reports 
 Enhanced Create Batches End-Item Lookup 

¶ Developed VicinityView Console 
 
 Denotes feature requested by FOCUS attendees. 
 

 
Please refer to the end of this announcement to find out how to obtain a copy of the 
latest release. 
 
We are excited to offer this upgrade as a part of your maintenance subscription.  If you 
are enrolled in program maintenance you will receive an email instructing you on how to 
download the 2.10 update.  In addition, upon request a Vicinity 2.10 in CD format will be 
mailed to you within 2 weeks of receiving your request. 

 

 
Click on this logo in the feature section of this document to see a brief 

overview of the feature and how it can benefit your organization. 
 
As always we look forward to your feedback as we continue our relationship in the 
months and years to come. We are always eager to discuss enhancements to an 
already robust application. The power of Vicinity is rooted in open dialogue with all 
users.  If there is anything we can do to better serve you or your industry, do not 
hesitate to contact us.  We will do all we can to deliver on your requests. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Your Friends at Vicinity Manufacturing 
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Primary Enhancements for Vicinity 2.10: 
 
Added Sample Count Field to Batch QC and Component QC Result Screensï 
During our annual user conference a significant discussion took place with many users wanting 

to expand capabilities of QC data entry screens.  It was identified that users wanted the ability to 

record how many times a sample has been processed through the QC lab.  The idea is that the 

more times QC touches the batch the more expensive the batch.  

 

By adding a field to Batch and Component QC entry the user is now able to record metrics on 

how many times a sample must be processed by QC.  This data will be used by R&D and Quality 

managers to identify formulas or packaging that may need to be reviewed. 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

This data will be stored with the batch and component QC header record and is 

available for reports as well as VicinityView queries. 

 

Well done guys – see FOCUS is more than just a good time.  We actually get things done. 

 
  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QnNUq4GrXoA&feature=channel_video_title
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QnNUq4GrXoA&feature=channel_video_title
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Modified Fill Batch Entry to load QC Results from Mix Procedures 
 
Some companies use Vicinity for both Mix and Fill batches.  Fill batches are used to consume 

bulk manufactured product to fill in various containers.  This is often done well after a mix batch 

has manufactured the intermediate/bulk inventory. 

 

In Vicinity 2.10 it is now possible to load the QC tests and specifications from the Mix 

Procedures during batch entry.  This will allow the users to maintain QC tests in only one place 

(Mix Procedures) and still have the functionality to apply the QC tests to Fill Batches as well as 

Mix Batches. 

 

 
 

Implementation is simple.  As you create a new fill batch check the “Use Mix QC 

Tests” check box.  When the formula is loaded a new Unit Procedure (machine) is 

appended to the formula as well as an Operation with the name of “QC”.  The QC 

tests applied to the Mix formula will automatically be assigned to the new Operation including 

the specifications. 

 

This new feature should assist those companies performing QC tests during the final filling 

process that are the same as the mix batch.  It will also assist if the fill batch COA needs to be 

created based on tests performed on the mix batch. 

 
Supports NAV Undo Batch Transactionsï  
 
In previous versions Vicinity released functionality to reverse a batch transaction.  In Vicinity 

2.10 we are now releasing this functionality to Microsoft Dynamics NAV users. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sU_J--g_7dc&feature=channel_video_title
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While it is physically not possible to remove a raw material from the production process there 

are times when a user wants to reverse the effects of a batch posting.  The need to reverse a 

posted transaction occurs when a human error occurs and more material has been added to a 

batch than was required. 

 

Beginning in Vicinity 2.10 an NAV user can now press the right mouse button while on a batch 

phase and select “Undue a Transaction” from the pop-up menu.  The user will see a list of 

transactions posted for the line of that batch.  Select the appropriate transactions to reverse and 

press post.  The result is that Vicinity creates a transaction in Dynamics NAV for the qty being 

reversed. 

 

 
 

So keep up the great work in entering data and we will do all we can to help the data entry 

process.  But when the event happens in which we are all human and make a mistake – know that 

we are there to help. 

 

Thank you for your suggestions.  It is feedback from clients like you that makes Vicinity a better 

product for all users. 
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Added Rework Indicator to Ingredients and Packaging ï Introducing rework into a 

batch has interesting effects on MRP processing.  In Vicinity 2.10 we addressed this problem. 

 

Adding a manufactured product to the formula is not a problem.  If that item is manufactured 

from the formula it is being introduced into you get a circular reference.  MRP will get into an 

endless loop trying to finish the manufacturing process.  This is referred to as “Recursion” in 

MRP terms and some of you might have run into it in the past. 

 

In Vicinity 2.10 we have introduced a flag on both the Formula and Batch Entry screens that 

allows a user to indicate that this item is a “Rework” item and for MRP not to consider this item 

in MRP calculations.  By doing this MRP does to attempt to map out how this item is 

manufactured and treats the items as if it were a purchased item and stops processing down line. 

 

 
 

Some companies experience this issue when they reintroduce manufactured product 

(recorded scrap/rework) back into a formula or batch.  On a previous batch they 

would have put the item on hand.  Then in a subsequent batch using the same 

formula they add a line item to the formula/batch to consume the item.  That is what causes the 

recursion. For some companies it is an exception and is only added to the batch and in other 

companies it is expected and is added to the master formula.  In either case Vicinity 2.10 has this 

issue covered. 

 

If you have further questions on the usage of this feature please feel free to reach out to us.  We 

feel this adds needed flexibility to Vicinity. 

 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SqteDo5N634
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Created Batch Entry Consume a Lot Tool ï Have you ever been in Vicinity Batch Entry 

and wanted to consume an entire lot of an item into a batch?  You can certainly do that in 

previous versions of Vicinity but in Vicinity 2.10 it just a little bit easier. 

 

In Vicinity 2.10 a user can consume an entire lot of an item by right clicking on the phase line 

and selecting “Consume a Lot”.  A window will open showing all lots available for that 

component and site combination.  When the user selects a lot the lot is returned as well as the 

quantity of that lot. 

 

 
 

In addition a user can add a component, lot and quantity to a batch at the same time.  

The user would right click on a phase line without a component selected. The lot 

lookup screen will allow the user to enter a component id and view available lots.  When selected 

the component, site, lot and quantity are returned to the batch. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPzLEcTYNZQ
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This started as a customization for a client and we thought it was such a good idea that we 

modified it slightly and added it to the core product.  They use this feature to consume the 

contents of a tote of product into a batch that is making the same product.  In effect they are 

recycling their unused product into a fresh batch.  Pretty tricky idea huh? 

 

That just goes to show you – if you feel there is something that we can do to make your Vicinity 

experience better let us know.  It might help many other users as well. 

 
 
Supports Separate Mix and Fill Batch Number Sequences ï Prior to Vicinity 2.10 it 

was not possible to manage separate batch number sequences for fill batches versus mix batches. 

But now you can. 

 

This was an issue for some companies that wanted to visually differentiate the types of batches 

via the batch number.  It helps reduce the likelihood of confusion on the floor and the routing of 

batches to the appropriate departments. 
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Implementation is simple.  Vicinity 2.10 now has a field added to the Facility setup 

screen.  This field provides a place for the user to specify the “Next Fill Batch 

Number” by Facility.  It functions identically to the “Next Batch Number” field. It 

is only used when the field is non-blank and only when a new fill batch is saved without a 

manually entered Batch Number during batch entry. 

 

This feature was added to 2.10 as a result of conversations at the annual user group meeting 

FOCUS.  Make plans to attend in May 2012.  It is a great way to get your voice heard and share 

ideas with other Vicinity users. 

 
  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNlXT-PPK0o
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Enhanced Planning Workbench Allowing Decimal Place Configuration ï Vicinity 

2.10 builds on the already powerful Planning Workbench screen within Vicinity.  

 

It is now possible to control the decimal precision of quantities shown on the Planning 

Workbench screen.  Some users may desire five decimals while others zero. With Vicinity 2.10 

you can have it either way as the setting is saved for each machine. 

 

 
 

Just use the drop down selection on the “Decimal Places” field of the Planning 

Workbench screen.  All the values on all three screens will be adjusted 

automatically.  No data changes just the way we are presenting to the screen. 

 

 
  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4TkqmfSsdc4


Page 10 

 

Proprietary and Confidential – Vicinity Manufacturing © 2011 

 
Vicinity Manufacturing 472 Session St NW, Suite 23, Marietta, Georgia 30060 

P770.421.2467 f 770.421.8168 

www.vicinitymanufacturing.com 

 

Created Two New Planning Workbench Reports ï Vicinity 2.10 has two new reports 

that can be accessed from the “Details” and “Planned Orders” tabs of the Planning Workbench 

screen.  This is in addition to the existing report added to the “Summary” screen in 2.9. 

 

The report added to the “Details” tab shows the MRP details in buckets as defined on the header 

of the screen.  If you are viewing data in weeks the report will show data in weeks. In addition to 

MRP details it also displays “exceptions” that MRP detects for this item.  

 

 
 

The report added to the “Planned Orders” tab show a list of all batches and planned 

orders for the selected item. 

 

 
 

Each of these reports was developed in Crystal Reports.  So modification of the layout is quite 

simple. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFFWG_cG5mo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFFWG_cG5mo
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Enhanced Create Batches End-Item Lookup ï Many Vicinity clients are using the Create 

Batches screen to automate the generation of batch tickets from the production schedule.  As a 

result of the 2011 user conference – FOCUS – Vicinity 2.10 makes this process even more 

flexible. 

 

The primary function of the Create Batch screen is to create one or more batch tickets from the 

production schedule.  There are times that the person creating the batches may opt to add a 

Finished Good to the batch that was not originally scheduled.  One example of this usage is to 

create a full batch and put the remaining product in a bulk intermediate item or as blanks for 

labeling on a later date. 

 

Vicinity 2.10 now provides the same finished good lookup capability as experienced in batch 

entry.  A user can optionally choose to only view items that can be produced at the selected 

Facility with the selected Formula.  This helps to reduce errors and speed up the batch creation 

process. 

 

 
 

 
If you currently use Create Batches to generate batch tickets from the schedule give 

this a try we think this will be of some assistance to you. If you do not create 

batches from the schedule then you should look into the capability that already exists in your 

system.  Feel free to reach out to us for some training on this functionality.  We think it could 

really save you some effort in scheduling your production. 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h0bOIjb4nv0
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Developed VicinityView Console ï Vicinity 2.10 has taken a giant leap forward in 

providing users customization capability in VicinityView. 

 

For those not familiar with VicinityView make sure to check out the read-only query tool 

available under the “Analysis” role of the Vicinity menu system.  VicinityView is a very 

powerful function of Vicinity that allows a user to build ad-hoc queries into the Vicinity data 

without writing any code, learning a report writer or accessing the SQL database.  It is simple to 

use and requires little to no training. 

 

Users have loved this tool since we released it.  The one downfall was that users were not able to 

create their own views.  They were limited to the table relationships that Vicinity built.  While 

very helpful there were many clients that just wanted MORE! 

 

So in Vicinity 2.10 you have MORE! 

 

 
 

You can now create your OWN VicinityView queries.  You are not able to change 

our existing queries for upgrade reasons but you can now join any Vicinity table as 

well as Dynamics tables in addition to any other SQL table you want to access.   

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qy5IkWaps7k
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A wizard based query helps the design process such that you still don’t need to be a programmer 

to build a query for others to use.  With 15 minutes of training you can be up and running 

extending VicinityView beyond what you thought might be possible. 

 

So go ahead take a look – virtually every user has a need for this tool.  You may want to consider 

investing in the Fixed Fee EasyPlus program for $450.  This will have us upgrade your software 

plus provide you training on these new features.  Learning how to use this one feature will 

change the way you use Vicinity and get to your data.  So go ahead and give us a call to schedule 

your EasyPlus upgrade. 

 

EasyPlus Upgrade:  
 
Vicinity is available to perform your upgrade for a fixed fee of 

$450.  For this price we will logon remotely and load the 

server and client components on your system.  We will ensure 

all posting work in your environment and provide 1 hour of 

training for your users on the new features of Vicinity. 

 
So don’t hesitate.  Give us a call to take advantage of this offer.  We think this will help you stay 

current on Vicinity and learn the new features without ever leaving your desk. 

 

If you are interested please contact Jennifer Sweat at x 212 or send us an email to 
support@vicinitymanufacturing.com  
 

mailto:support@vicinitymanufacturing.com
http://www.youtube.com/user/VicinitySoftware
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Database Changes: 
 
There have been no significant changes to the system or application database that 
would affect any custom reports.  Minor table changes have been made to the Vicinity 
system and application databases to store new settings. These changes should have no 
effect on existing custom reports. 
 
 
 
 
 
How to obtain Vicinity 2.10: 
 
If your organization has a current maintenance agreement you will be receiving a URL, 

username and password via email shortly.  You will use this information to download 2.10.  

Additionally upon request you can receive a CD in the mail within a couple weeks of that email. 

 

If you require assistance in loading 2.10 please contact your local reseller or Vicinity Technical 

support at support@vicinitymanufacturing.com. 
 
Finally, if you do not receive an email with download information or if you are unsure of your maintenance 
renewal status please contact us at info@vicinitymanufacturing.com. 

mailto:support@vicinitymanufacturing.com
mailto:info@vicinitymanufacturing.com

